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In 2006, the CGBD’s well-tested and member-driven process of funder learning and 
collaboration led to these outcomes: 


e The annual gathering of the Marine Working Group focused donor attention on the 
Mesoamerican Reef and local indigenous and artisanal fishing community efforts to 
protect the Reef. Held in Belize, the meeting also introduced five white papers prepared 
by sub-committees of working group members outlining opportunities over the next 
three-to-five years for collaboration in: aquaculture improvement; coral reef 
conservation; marine mammal protection; international fisheries management reform; and 
ocean governance. 


e A regular series of Marine Working Group conference calls addressed potential 
collaborative activities on a wide range of marine conservation issues from promoting the 
recommendations of the U.S. Ocean Commission and the Pew Oceans Commission to 
monitoring policy development at the International Whaling Commission. 


e A sub-group of the Marine Working Group, the Baja/Gulf of California Funders, 
cooperated to craft a collaborative funding strategy to preserve the region’s biodiversity. 


e The Climate and Energy Funders Group provided intellectual resources and working 
partnerships that stimulated foundations new to climate funding to enter the arena 
including foundations in Massachusetts, New York, Virginia and Washington. 


e Spurred by a successful CGBD briefing on climate and energy funding opportunities in 
2005, the North Carolina Network of Grantmakers in 2006 picked up the convening role 
for the region’s grantmakers interested in a climate and energy agenda. 


e Urged on by technical assistance from the Climate and Energy Funders Group, 
foundations new to the effort began to engage in the opposition to the siting of coal-fired 
power plants in Florida and Texas. 


e Asurvey of Climate and Energy funding compared investments over a three-year span, 
detailing a shift from federal- to state-based funding, and leading to increased outreach to 
previously under-served areas including the Southwest, Southeast and Mountain West. 


e The Land and Freshwater Working Group began building a network of funders active 
in the water resources area with a two-day briefing on U.S. Water Policy and 
Management held at UC Berkeley and the publication of a meeting summary laying out 
specific opportunities for funder collaboration. 


e A series of conference calls tracked funder support for the continued successful defense 
of core legal protections including the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Air Act, the 
Clean Water Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act. 


e Anew working group devoted to Conservation Science initiated mission- and goal- 
setting after a busy year that included leading the planning for the 2006 CGBD Annual 
Meeting, overseeing a member-wide survey on conservation science investment, and 
organizing a highly regarded donor panel at the international meeting of the Society of 
Conservation Biology. 


e A CGBD-led emerging issue briefing for 2006, convened in Washington, DC, on green 
chemistry and its potential positive environmental impacts motivated additional 
exposure in other grantmaker venues for the field, its principles, and practitioners. 
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e The Health and Environmental Funders Network, HEFN, a sponsored project of the 
CGBD, grew its Catalysts collaborative to almost 40 U.S. funders supporting an 
ambitious, multifaceted social movement to move beyond a toxic economy. 


e CGBD staff provided administrative support for the first-ever gathering of marine 
activists from the South Pacific region on the island of Palau and for a gathering of 
climate change activists from throughout Brazil seeking to protect the Amazon Basin. 


2006 BASIC CGBD FACTS 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity, Inc. (CGBD) was established in August of 1987. 
In December of 1987, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service and the State of New York granted the 
CGBD provisional tax-free status, under section 501(c)(3), as a publicly supported organization. 
The designation was temporary until 1992 when the CGBD received permanent status under 
section 501(c)(3). 


At the close of 2006, the CGBD membership was composed of 54 organizations: 53 foundations 
and the U.S. Agency for International Development. 


The CGBD is housed in the Thoreau Center for Sustainability located in the Presidio of San 
Francisco. At the beginning of 2006, the CGBD staff consisted of four full-time employees: 
Lynn Lohr, Executive Director; William Hull, Program Officer; Paige Brown, Program Officer; 
Erin Rowley, Program Associate; and two part-time employees: Alicia Ushijima, Finance 
Manager and Johnnae Nardone, Administrative Assistant for Climate and Energy. 


The CGBD sponsors and acts as fiscal agent for the Health and Environmental Funders Network 
(HEFN), a mostly virtual network of some 200 foundation professionals interested in the nexus of 
health and the environment. Kathy Sessions is the full time Coordinator of the project. Karla 
Fortunato is the full time Deputy Coordinator. The HEFN office is in Washington, D.C. 


The CGBD is funded by program grants from its members; it is not a grantmaking organization. 
A Board of Directors serves as the governing body. The Board of Directors is composed of 
representatives from nine member foundations. The directors, officers and their affiliations are 
listed in this report. 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity (CGBD) entered its nineteenth year of operation 
in 2006. A manageably sized, highly involved membership enabled the CGBD to move quickly to 
respond to funder interests. CGBD working groups containing dozens of additional foundations 
and related activities fostered collaborative relationships among funders seeking to conserve and 
restore biodiversity. 


GOALS AND PROGRAM FOCUS 


The Vision of the CGBD is the effective engagement of humankind in 
the conservation and restoration of biological diversity on earth. 


We define biodiversity as all the variety of life on Earth...the variety 
of ecosystems, the variety of species...and the variety of genes among 
the individuals of a species. 


The Mission of the CGBD is to support foundations in their efforts to 
conserve and restore biological diversity in order to safeguard the 
well being of people and the health of the global environment. 
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The Goals of the CGBD are: 


e To create strategic partnerships among funders and other partners in the U.S. and 
internationally to proactively address the challenges of accelerating threats to global 
biodiversity. 


e To increase the strategic impact of grantmaking by connecting member foundations 
with significant grantmaking opportunities and with a full range of groups working 
on behalf of conservation concerns. 


e To increase financial resources devoted to conserving biological diversity. 


e To identify needs, emerging issues, strategic opportunities and alliances for 
biodiversity conservation through a variety of approaches, including the incubation of 
new projects. 


e To promote the effective use of monitoring and evaluation activities and other 
enhancements of the grantmaking craft among member foundations. 


WORKING GROUPS 
Land and Freshwater Conservation Working Group 


Katie Distler Eckman, Turner Foundation, and Eric Jones, 
Flintridge Foundation, acted as co-chairs of this Working Group 
for 2006. 


During 2006, the Land and Freshwater Conservation Working 
Group convened monthly conference calls on a wide range of 
terrestrial and freshwater conservation issues. Call topics 
included protecting roadless areas in National Forests, the 
Endangered Species Act, threats to biodiversity from invasive species, conservation thresholds, 
state wildlife action plans, and protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 


In late October, the Working Group hosted a briefing on U.S. water policy and management 
issues at Boalt Hall on the UC Berkeley campus. The meeting investigated how funders can 
equitably and sustainably plan to allocate water among its various uses and users while ensuring 
adequate supplies and flows to maintain biological health and biodiversity. 


Agenda topics included: 


Water Policy/Management & Biodiversity Conservation; 

Trends, Key Issues, and Challenges; 

Tools of the Trade: Law, Policy, and the Pursuit of Water for Biodiversity; 

Real World Examples of How the Tools are Applied to Create Change and Improve 
Water Management for Biodiversity Conservation; 

e Moving Toward an Integrated (Basinwide and Multi-Constituency) Approach to Water 
Management: Current Theory and Practice. 


As an outgrowth of this meeting, the Working Group plans to host a series of monthly conference 
calls to address particular topics of interest to funders. The Working Group is also in the process 
of designing a survey of grantmakers regarding their current and anticipated funding in the area 
of freshwater biodiversity conservation. 
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In late 2006, planning began for a February 2007 funder briefing on U.S. public land policy and 
management, to be convened in conjunction with the Environmental Grantmakers Association 
Federal Policy Briefing in Washington, DC. The meeting will open with an overview of key 
Administration and Congressional activities regarding public lands. The program will then 
investigate new political realities and strategies for future funder collaboration on federal public 
lands policy and management issues. The final day of the program will delve into several specific 
issues, including energy development on federal lands, the prospects for new federal wilderness 
designation, U.S. Forest Service management challenges, and federal appropriations. 


Marine Working Group 
Beto Bedolfe, Marisla Foundation, and Angel Braestrup, 


Munson Foundation, continued to provide leadership as 
working group co-chairs. 


Throughout 2006, the Marine Working Group convened regular conference calls to address a 
variety of marine conservation issues. In addition to providing important background information, 
the calls served as a forum for funders to discuss a wide range of potential collaborative activities 
including: 


e Promoting the policy recommendations of the U.S. Ocean Commission and Pew Oceans 
Commission; 

International trade in corals and other marine species; 

Development of U.S. federal offshore aquaculture; 

Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act; 

Implementation of California’s Marine Life Protection Act; 

Impact of federal budget proposals on the National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA); 

The NOAA organic act; 

Hurricane Katrina and fisheries disaster relief; 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act; 

The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands meeting in Lisbon; 
Offshore energy development; 

Policy development at the International Whaling Commission; 

The Northwest Hawaiian Islands marine sanctuary; and 

Shark finning. 


The Marine Working Group hosted its annual winter meeting in Belize in early 
March. The focus of the meeting was on improving funder collaboration in 
marine conservation, centering on opportunities in coral reef conservation, 
international fisheries reform, domestic aquaculture policy development, marine 
mammal conservation, and ocean governance. 


Prior to the funder-only discussions on collaborative funding, the meeting agenda 
included: 


e Updates on several key marine conservation issues; 
e Investigating methods to measure marine ecosystem health; and 
e Tools for conservation on the Mesoamerican Reef and other regions. 


Photo by Steve Whitney 
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In order to witness marine conservation “on the water,” during the meeting funders visited Hol- 
Chan, Belize’s oldest marine reserve and best-known “no-take” zone. This small underwater 
reserve features a thirty-foot deep channel of coral grottos and caves, and is conveniently located 
about four miles from San Pedro, the site of the meeting. Funders were able to observe and 
discuss some of the most glaring threats to the reserve, such as tremendous visitation pressure; 
impact from clearing of mangrove and habitat alteration adjacent to the Reserve; inadequate 
waste management for growing coastal communities; coral bleaching and mechanical damage 
from major hurricanes. Hol Chan was heavily overfished prior to its legal protection in 1987, but 
populations are recovering. 


The work of a subgroup of funders interested in conservation in Baja California and the Sea of 
Cortez continued throughout 2006. These funders held monthly conference calls on a wide range 
of both marine and terrestrial conservation issues. 


Conservation Science Funders Group 


In 2005, the CGBD Board directed staff to form a Conservation Science Funders Group to 
provide substantive support to all the other CGBD working groups and to develop other programs 
that would address the very core of the CGBD mission. In 2006, Barry Gold, Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation, Gary Tabor, Wilburforce Foundation (January - June), and Joel Clement, 
Wilburforce Foundation (July - December), co-chaired this group. 


Issues confronting funders interested in the promotion of sound conservation science include: 


e How best to integrate conservation science into policy- or place-based conservation 
grantmaking; 

e How to support the growing conservation science/biology movement; 

e How to encourage the development of new environmental institutes at leading academic 
institutions; 

e How to address the decline of federal research investment in environmental/resource 
management agencies; and 

e How to de-mystify science for funders. 


Members of the Conservation Science Funders Group assisted CGBD staff on several projects to 
promote funder discussions on the topic. The 2006 CGBD Annual Meeting in Estes Park, 
Colorado focused on conservation science. A survey of CGBD members regarding their 
conservation science grantmaking was administered in early 2006 and the survey results will 
serve as a basis for continued discussions among funders. Finally, funders designed a “donor 
forum” for June’s annual international meeting of the Society for Conservation Biology. 


r 7 Climate and Energy Funders Group 


The Climate and Energy Funders Group mission is to both 
broaden the base of philanthropy effectively addressing 
climate change and to facilitate effective collaboration 
among funders. The Climate and Energy group continued 
to bring in a number of funders new to climate change 
work, provide information, peer networking and strategy 
development support. 


In 2006, the Steering Committee consisted of Stewart Hudson, Tremaine Foundation, and Marcus 
Schneider, Energy Foundation, co-chairs; Kathleen Welch, Pew Charitable Trusts; Michael 
Northrop, Rockefeller Brothers Fund; Ted Smith, Kendall Foundation; Leslie Harroun, Oak 
Foundation; Amy Salzman, Wallace Global Fund; and Sharon Alpert, Surdna Foundation. 
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Activities in 2006 were pursued with the goal of securing victory by 2010 on a mandatory 
national policy to comprehensively reduce global warming pollution. 


Key activities and accomplishments: 


e Held the best-attended Climate and Energy Funders Group, Annual Meeting April 2006 
in Phoenix, that examined the key issues and opportunities facing funders in the coming 
year — coal, biofuels, the changing political landscape, and the increasing success of 
climate policy at the state and local level as represented by mayors and state officials. 
Several large foundations attended that are new to the issue. 


e Created a high profile at the Environmental Grantmakers Association (EGA) Fall Retreat 
by arranging two well-attended events. 


e New foundations across the country, in Texas, New York, Boston, California, Virginia, 
and North Carolina, began funding in climate. Some of these new entrants are quite large 
while others are of more modest size, but are either new to climate funding or increased 
their giving. Additionally, many new funders are investing in the Southeastern region 
where funding has been extremely limited. 


e Following a successful briefing on climate and energy funding opportunities in the 
Southeast, the North Carolina Network of Grantmakers took the lead in convening 
funders and advocates in the state to ensure that North Carolina maintains and expands its 
progress on climate. The Network recently convened advocates to discuss the climate and 
energy agenda for North Carolina in 2007. 


e Climate and Energy Funders Survey was completed, which compared funding from 2004 
with funding from 2002. The Survey showed a modest increase in funding overall, but a 
clear shift from federal funding to state-based funding. The Survey also helped point to 
regions (Southwest, Southeast, and Mountain West) that get a relatively small percentage 
of overall funding (one percent, two percent, and four percent, respectively). This finding 
has driven some of the outreach decisions of the Climate and Energy Funding Group. 


e The Group held a series of informational conference calls, each with increasing 
attendance, on funding opportunities and updates around energy efficiency, biofuels, the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, and California’s landmark greenhouse gas emission 
cap. Overall, interest in the Climate and Energy Funders Group continued to increase, 
with a net increase of 36 funder representatives signing up for the Climate and Energy 
Funders Group listserv. 


Health and Environmental Funders Network (HEFN) 


HEFN, which evolved from the CGBD’s Biodiversity and Environmental - y) 
Health Working Group, is a sponsored project of the CGBD operating from a 
Washington, D.C. office. HEFN is a network of some 200 grantmakers 
interested in information sharing and collaboration at the nexus of 
environment and health. Throughout 2006, Marni Rosen, Jenifer Altman 
Foundation, and Anita Nager, Beldon Fund, chaired the steering committee. 


HEFN worked in partnership with its parent CGBD and other grantmaker 
organizations to offer programming on environmental health at major 
grantmaker meetings in the last year: sessions at Grantmakers In Health, the 
Environmental Grantmakers Association, and CGBD, and jointly sponsored 
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funder briefings on green chemistry. A lively monthly HEFN conference call series provided 
updates and dialogue on topics of high interest. 


Also in 2006, HEFN’s funder collaborative on chemicals, environment, and health, the Catalysts, 
continued to expand. The Catalysts held a working meeting in May and sponsored the second 
annual Catalysts funder retreat, at Asilomar in October. An extensive briefing book was prepared. 
Catalysts’ highlights in 2006 across its four strategic objective areas included: 


e Policy: Catalyst funders supported coalitions and campaigns in and across at least seven 
states, as well as work at the federal and international policy levels. 


e Markets, Science and Technology: Catalyst funders supported market campaigns in and 
across numerous industrial sectors. 


e Key Communities: Catalyst funders built engagement and capacity within and across 
faith communities, organized labor, health affected groups and health care professionals, 
fenceline communities, women, geographic communities, and others. 


e Infrastructure: Catalyst funders and staff initiated and helped advance assessments of the 
existing infrastructure and capacity within the environmental health and chemicals 
movement, including through a January meeting of funders and NGO leaders. 


HEFN supported a Working Group on Environmental Health and Environmental Justice (EHEJ) 
through which funders and staff collaborated to develop programming highlighting grassroots and 
environmental justice (EJ) perspectives at a major funder meeting and to integrate EJ work into 
strategic environmental health grantmaking more broadly. 


HEFN’s Working Group on Women and Environmental Health emerged in 2006. The working 
group conducted a “Who’s Funding What in Women’s Environmental Health” survey. 


HEFN staff and several of its California-based members organized a meeting for grantmakers 
supporting EHEJ work in the state of California. One outcome was a decision to create a standing 
HEFN-California chapter. Planning for a 2007 HEFN-CA funder meeting is underway. 


In collaboration with the Neighborhood Funders Group, HEFN produced an online grantmakers 
guide to promoting healthy environments in low-income communities 
(www.communitygivingresource.com). 


Lastly, HEFN worked on a complete overhaul of its website (due to launch in early 2007). 
The 2006 CGBD Annual Meeting 


The 2006 CGBD Annual Meeting was held in 
Estes Park, Colorado, at the Stanley Hotel, June 
21-23, with 93 funder members in attendance, a 
record turnout. “Wrestling with Science: Funder 
Dialogues,” plumbed the range of member use 
of the discipline of conservation science. An 
accompanying report prepared by Foundations 
of Success catalogued member investment in 
conservation science. 
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The Annual Meeting Program Committee was co-chaired by Gary Tabor, Wilburforce 
Foundation, and Barry Gold, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation; and also included Jen 
Sokolove, Compton Foundation; Rhea Suh, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation; Ken Wilson, 
The Christensen Fund; and Michael Wright, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation. 


The meeting featured 35 CGBD 
members presenting case studies of their 
use of science with members coming 
from as far away as Belize; morning 
“function” tables where members could 
compare notes on their foundation roles; 
a welcome by U.N. Foundation 
President Timothy Wirth and an opening 
keynote by Dr. Taghi Farvar from Iran. 
Deboshri Banerjee and Dr. Terry Collins 
introduced more CGBD members to the 
biodiversity impacts of green chemistry. 


PhowsiyionJeker- ' Participants made the most of the 

meeting’s Rocky Mountains setting by joining in field trips on global 
warming and the alpine tundra; a hands-on foray with soil, lake and stream invertebrates led by 
Dr. Diana Wall; and the impact of urbanization on Colorado’s Front Range. 


Emerging Issues Briefing 


The CGBD was the lead organizer of “Elements of a Sustainable Future: Green Chemistry 101 
for Funders” held in Washington, DC, January 31 — February 1. Co-sponsors included HEFN, 
Environmental Grantmakers Association, and the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems 
Funders. The leaders in the green chemistry movement addressed 40 funders. A reception 
followed allowing funders, scientists, and activists from around the U.S. to mingle. 


The well-received briefing inspired a regional briefing and appearances at other funder 
gatherings. 


Other Communications Efforts 
A monthly email bulletin to members keeps them current on organizational and member activities. 


The quarterly newsletter “Biodiversity,” reaches almost 500 NGO representatives, funders and 
policymakers. The lead articles in 2006 were “Monumental Mission: Realizing the Vision of 
America’s ‘Monument to Biodiversity’,” by Laurie Wayburn and Randall Beren, Pacific Forest 
Trust; “Funders Address Options for a Greener Chemistry,” by Karen Peabody O’Brien, Green 
Chemistry Institute; “Funders Address Support for Sustainable Aquaculture,” by Mark Spalding, 
The Ocean Foundation; and “Invasive Species: The Problem that Won’t Go Away,” by Phyllis 
Windle, Union of Concerned Scientists and Gabriella Chavarria, Natural Resources Defense 
Council. 
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2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(See footnotes below for term limits) 


Jeff Campbell’ Ford Foundation 

Melissa Dann? Wallace Global Fund 

Michael Finley” Turner Foundation 

Tim Greyhavens* Wilburforce Foundation 

Leslie Harroun” Oak Foundation 

Rhea Suh® William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 

Kathleen Welch’ Pew Charitable Trusts 

Steven Whitney® Bullitt Foundation 

Michael Wright” John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
2006 OFFICERS 

Melissa Dann PRESIDENT 

Leslie Harroun VICE PRESIDENT 

Kathleen Welch TREASURER 

Michael Finley SECRETARY 


2006 MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


February 1, 2006 Wallace Global Fund, Washington, DC 
June 21, 2006 Stanley Hotel, Estes Park, CO 
October 19-21, 2006 Vermejo Park Ranch, Raton, NM 


1 Elected to Board June 2003, elected to second term June 2005 
* Appointed to fill vacancy, elected to Board June 2001, elected to second term June 2003, elected Vice 
President June 2003, elected to third term June 2005, elected President June 2005 
3 Elected to Board June 2003, elected to second term June 2005, elected Secretary June 2005 
4 Elected to Board June 2003, elected to second term June 2005 
° Elected to Board June 2001, elected Secretary June 2002, elected to second term June 2003, elected to 
third term June 2005, elected Vice President June 2005 
° Elected to fill Leape vacancy, November 2005 
” Elected to Board June 2002, elected Treasurer June 2003, elected to second term June 2004, elected to 
third term June 2006 
8 Elected to Board June 2005 
° Elected to Board June 2003, elected to second term June 2005 
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MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 


4448S Foundation 
Agua Fund 
Alki Fund! 
Jenifer Altman Foundation 
Brainerd Foundation 
Bullitt Foundation 
Christensen Fund 
Compton Foundation 
Nathan Cummings Foundation 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Edgerton Foundation 
Endswell Foundation 
Environment Now 
Flintridge Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
Garfield Foundation 
Germeshausen Foundation? 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund? 
George Gund Foundation 
Harder Foundation 
Vira I. Heinz Endowment 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Ivey Foundation 
V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation 
J.M. Kaplan Fund 
Henry P. Kendall Foundation 
Lazar Foundation 
Lyndhurst Foundation 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Marisla Foundation 
Merck Family Fund 
John Merck Fund 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation 
Oak Foundation 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Pew Charitable Trusts 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors 
Sacharuna Foundation 
Summit Foundation 
Surdna Foundation 
Tides Foundation 
Town Creek Foundation* 
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 
Turner Foundation 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
Wallace Global Fund 
Weeden Foundation 
WestWind Foundation 
Wilburforce Foundation 
Winslow Foundation 
Wyss Foundation 


' Alki Fund, Joined May 2006 For more information, please contact 

* Germeshausen Foundation, Joined April 2006 us by phone (415) 561-6575, email 

° Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund, Joined April 2006 cgbd@cgbd.org, or visit our website at 

4 Town Creek Foundation, Joined March 2006 

° Westwind Foundation, Joined May 2006 
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www.cgbd.org. 


